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This book offers  a full repertoire for 
Black based on the Taimanov move 
order 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nc6! 5.Nc3 Qc7. 
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9zppwqp+pzpp0

9-+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy
The Taimanov is particularly ef-
fective against the English Аttack 
and early kingside pawn storms. 
However, the fian chetto 6.g3 and 
the Classical System with 6.Be3 a6 
7.Be2 pose certain problems. I pro-
pose to meet them with the Scheve-
ningen set-up ...d6. Thus we take 
the best of two different worlds.

In 20014 I wrote The Most Flexible 
Sicilian with Delchev. It was based 
on my coauthor’s repertoire, with 
a focus on the Kan (without Nc6). 
On the other hand, I have always 
preferred the Scheveningen set-
up whenever possible. The biggest 
problem there is to avoid the Keres 
Attack and the system with f4, Qf3. 
The Taimanov move order is perfect 
for that aim. 
My new book practically does not 
overlap with The Most Flexible Si
cilian or Pavlidis’s The Sicilian Tai
manov as I recommend other lines, 
which are better or keep more ten-
sion, in my opinion.
I have been a devoted Sicilian fan all 
my life, and I have played at least 
10 000 blitz games starting with 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6. Since a good half 
of them featured 3.c3, 3.g3, 3.d3 
or other anti-Sicilians, I included 
these lines in the book.

Semko Semkov
June 2022
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Index of Variations

Chapter 1.  1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nc6! 5.Nc3 Qc7 
6.Be2 a6

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9+pwqp+pzpp0

9p+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+LzPPzP0

9tR-vLQmK-+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

7.0-0 (7.Be3 Nf6 8.Qd2 b5  7; 7.a3  7; 7.f4 b5  8) 7...Nf6 8.Be3 (8.a3  8; 
8.Kh1  9) 8...Be7!? 9.f4 d6 10.Qe1 0-0 11.Qg3 Nxd4! 12.Bxd4 b5 13.a3 Bb7 
14.Kh1 Rad8 15.Bd3  11
 15.Rad1  13
 15.Rae1  14 

Chapter 2.  1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nc6 5.Nc3 Qc7 
6.Be2 a6 7.0-0 Nf6 8.Be3 Be7 9.f4 d6 10.a4 

XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+k+-tr0

9+pwq-vlpzpp0

9p+nzppsn-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9P+-sNPzP-+0

9+-sN-vL-+-0

9-zPP+L+PzP0

9tR-+Q+RmK-0

xiiiiiiiiy

10...0-0 11.Kh1 (11.Qe1  25; 11.g4  26; 11.Bf3  26; 11.Nb3  26) 11...Nxd4  27
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Chapter 3.   1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nc6 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.g3 
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9zppwqp+pzpp0

9-+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sN-+-zP-0

9PzPP+-zP-zP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6...a6 7.Bg2 d6!? (7...Nf6  37) 8.0-0 (8.Nxc6 bxc6 9.0-0 Nf6!  38) 8...
Bd7 9.Nb3  42
 9.Nde2  43
 9.Be3  44
 9.a4 Nf6 10.Nb3  45
 9.a4 Nf6 10.Nxc6  46
 9.Re1  47

Chapter 4.  5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Be3 a6 7.Bd3 
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9+pwqp+pzpp0

9p+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sNLvL-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-+QmK-+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

(7.Nb3  57) 7...Nf6! 8.0-0 (8.Nb3 b5 9.f4 Bb7!  57; 8.Qe2  59) 8...Ne5 9.h3 
Bc5! 10.Kh1  61
 10.f4  64
 10.Qe2  65

Chapter 5.  5.Nc3 Qc7 6.f4
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XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9zppwqp+pzpp0

9-+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNPzP-+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+-+PzP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6...a6! (6...Nxd4 7.Qxd4 b6?!  73) 7.Nxc6  74 (7.Nf3  73; 7.a3  73) 7...bxc6! 
8.Bd3 d5 9.0-0 Nf6 10.Qe2 Be7 11.Bd2  75
 11.e5  79
 11.Kh1  80
 7.Be3  82
 7.Be2  84

Chapter 6. 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.a3
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9zppwqp+pzpp0

9-+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9zP-sN-+-+-0

9-zPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6...a6 7.Be3 (7.Be2 – Chapter 1; 7.f4 – Chapter 5) 7...b5! 8.Be2  90
 8.Bd3  91
 8.Nxc6 Qxc6  93
 

Chapter 7. 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Be3 a6 7.Qd2 Nf6
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvl-tr0

9+pwqp+pzpp0

9p+n+psn-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sN-vL-+-0

9PzPPwQ-zPPzP0

9tR-+-mKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy
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8.0-0-0 (8.f3  103; 8.f4  103) 8...Be7! 9.f3 (9.f4  104) 9...b5 10.g4 (10.Nxc6  
105) 10...Nxd4 11.Bxd4 (11.Qxd4  106) 11...Bb7 
12.g5  107
12.Kb1  109 12...0-0 13.h4  114
 13.g5  115
 13.Rg1  117
 13.Qf2  119

Chapter 8. 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Be3 a6 7.Qf3
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9+pwqp+pzpp0

9p+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sN-vLQ+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-+-mKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

7...Nf6 (7...Ne5  135) 8.0-0-0 (8.Nxc6  136) 
 8...h5  9.Nxc6 (9.Qg3?!  137) 9...dxc6 10.h3  138
 10.Qg3  140
 10.Be2  141
 10.Na4  141
 10.e5  143
 8...Ne5  145

Chapter 9. 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.g4
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9zppwqp+pzpp0

9-+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+P+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+-zP-zP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6...a6 7.h4 b5 161 (7.Bg2  161; 7.g5  161)
6.Be3 a6 7.g4 b5  162
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Chapter 10. 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Bd3
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+lwqkvlntr0

9zp-+p+pzpp0

9-+p+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+-+L+-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tRNvLQmK-+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6...Nf6 7.0-0 d5 8.Nd2  171 (8.e5  171; 8.Qe2  172)
5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Nxc6 bxc6 7.Bd3 Nf6 8.0-0 Be7!  174

Chapter 11. 5.Nc3 Qc7
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+l+kvlntr0

9zppwqp+pzpp0

9-+n+p+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9-+-sNP+-+0

9+-sN-+-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tR-vLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6.Qd3 Nf6!  181
6.Ndb5 Qb8 7.Be3  185 (7.a4  185)

Chapter 12. 5.Nb5 d6
XIIIIIIIIY

9r+lwqkvlntr0

9zpp+-+pzpp0

9-+nzpp+-+0

9+N+-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+-+-+-+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tRNvLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

6.Bf4 e5 7.Be3 Nf6  191
6.c4 Nf6 7.N1c3 (7.N5c3  194) 7...a6 8.Na3 Be7 9.Be2 0-0 10.0-0 b6 11.Be3 
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Bb7 12.Qb3  196 (12.Qd2  196)
 12.f3  200
 12.Rc1  201
 12.f4  202

Chapter 13. 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.c3 Nf6
XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqkvl-tr0

9zpp+p+pzpp0

9-+-+psn-+0

9+-zp-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+-zP-+N+-0

9PzP-zP-zPPzP0

9tRNvLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

4.e5 (4.Bd3  213) 4...Nd5 

5.d4 cxd4 6.cxd4 (6.Bc4 Nb6  214) 6...b6 7.Nc3  216

 7.Bd3  217

 7.Bc4  218

5.Bc4 Nb6 6.Bb3 d6! 7.exd6  219

 7.d4 dxe5!  221

 7.0-0 Nc6  223

Chapter 14. 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6
XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqkvlntr0

9zpp+p+pzpp0

9-+-+p+-+0

9+-zp-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+-+P+N+-0

9PzPP+-zPPzP0

9tRNvLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

3.d3 Nc6  231
3.g3 Nc6  233
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Chapter 15. 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6
XIIIIIIIIY

9rsnlwqkvlntr0

9zpp+p+pzpp0

9-+-+p+-+0

9+-zp-+-+-0

9-+-+P+-+0

9+-+-+N+-0

9PzPPzP-zPPzP0

9tRNvLQmKL+R0

xiiiiiiiiy

3.c4 Nc6 4.Nc3 Nd4!?  2141
 4.d4  242
3.b4  244
3.b3 a6 4.Bb2 Nc6 5.d4  246
 5.g3  246
 5.c4  247
3.d4 cxd4 4.c3 dxc3  247


