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The Will to Win

by Pe ter Heine Niel sen, Dan H. Andersen and Thorbjørn Rosenlund

Bent Larsen was born on March 4th, 1935 near Thisted, a small town in north ern
Jutland. By a strange co in ci dence, Aron Nimzowitsch died 12 days later. The Lat -
vian grand mas ter had lived in Den mark since 1922, and his death at only 46 meant
that there was no one of com pa ra ble strength in Den mark dur ing Larsen’s rise to
the world elite.

Bent Larsen learned to play chess in 1942, when he was con fined to bed with a
se ries of chil dren’s dis eases. He joined a chess club in 1947, and in swift suc ces sion 
he be came club cham pion, city cham pion, and pro vin cial cham pion, usu ally with
a 100 per cent score.

At 16 he had his in ter na tional de but at the 1951 Ju nior World Cham pi on ship in
Bir ming ham, where he fin ished fourth (Ivkov won). He won his first Dan ish
cham pi on ship in 1954, and at the age of 19 he was the stron gest player in Den -
mark, a po si tion he kept for at least 35 years.

In the USSR a boy could go to the lo cal pi o neer pal ace and play chess against
very strong play ers. The very best would con tinue to spe cial pro grams and schools,
and there would be strong tour na ments and train ing ses sions with grand masters.
In Den mark there was noth ing of the sort. Larsen him self has dis missed the no tion
that it would have been better for his chess de vel op ment to have been born in Mos -
cow. He worked alone and felt com fort able with it.

One thing Den mark did have was world-class chess writ ing, rep re sented by
Aron Nimzowitsch and in ter na tional mas ter Jens Enevoldsen. Their highly in di vid -
ual kind of writ ing, with its em pha sis on the in ten sity of the fight, was un doubt -
edly an in spi ra tion for Larsen. He be gan very early to write for news pa pers and
Skakbladet (the chess mag a zine of the Dan ish Chess Fed er a tion), and to gether with
simuls and lec tures this made it pos si ble for him to carve out a pro fes sional ca reer.

In Larsen’s opin ion, the big gest boost to his chess un der stand ing came from an -
no tat ing the games of the 1953 Can di dates’ Tour na ment in Zürich for Skakbladet.
By the end of the year he felt con fi dent that his un der stand ing of the game was at
grand mas ter level, but he lacked prac ti cal play ing strength.

At the Am ster dam Olym piad in 1954 he scored 71% and was re warded with the
ti tle of In ter na tional Mas ter. The year af ter he de feated the Ice lan dic chess hero and
fu ture FIDE pres i dent Fridrik Olafsson in a match for the Nordic Cham pi on ship.
Then came the first great break through, when he scored the high est per cent age on
Board 1 at the Mos cow Olym piad in 1956. This gave him the Grand mas ter ti tle, a
much more se lect ti tle then, when there was only a hand ful of ac tive grand masters
in the world. In the fi nals he de feated Gligoric in a clas sic game, and even the great
Botvinnik had to fight with his back to the wall be fore his te na cious de fence se -
cured the draw.
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Larsen stud ied en gi neer ing at the tech ni cal col lege in Co pen ha gen, and most peo -
ple, in clud ing the of fi cials of the Dan ish Chess Fed er a tion, wanted him to take his
exam and get a steady job. Their rea sons were prob a bly a mix ture of dis dain for
pro fes sional sports and a gen u ine feel ing that a ca reer as a pro fes sional chess player
was not a good choice in the long run. Chess did not re ward its pro fes sion als well.
Carl Schlechter starved to death in 1918. Janowsky died poor and lonely in a rented 
room. Tartakower died a bit ter man. Fifty years later Larsen smiles and says about
his de ci sion to be come a pro fes sional that he did, in deed, spend most of the nights
study ing chess in stead of en gi neer ing, but there never was a con scious de ci sion. It
just kind of hap pened.

The years af ter the tri umph in Mos cow were dif fi cult ones for him. His re sults
were mod est and his games were very un even. Stra te gic mas ter pieces were fol lowed
by weak moves and strange de feats. He ex per i mented and played sharp set-ups.

With hind sight you can see that this pe riod was the dif fi cult learn ing pro cess
which was a pre req ui site for later great ness, some thing that many young mas ters
give up in ad vance, per haps afraid of los ing their newly won pres tige and high rat -
ing. In deed, the his tor i cal rat ings show that Bent Larsen slipped down the list, from
no. 9 in the world in 1956 to no. 50 in 1963.

Then came the sec ond break through: the 1964 Interzonal Tour na ment in Am -
ster dam. Twenty-four play ers, five of them from the USSR. 1-4 Smyslov, Spassky, Tal 
and Larsen 17; 5. Stein 16½; 6. Bronstein 16. Larsen had a pos i tive score against the 
So viet stars and won fa mous games against Spassky and Bronstein.

In the Can di dates’ matches Bent Larsen first de feated Ivkov, 5½-2½. In the
semi-fi nals he was de feated by the nar row est of mar gins by Tal: 5½-4½.

It was a great match be tween two un com pro mis ing fight ers, and the first game
was prob a bly a shock for the Rus sian side.

KI 2.2 - E99
Bent Larsen
Mikhail Tal
Bled Can di dates’ Match sf 1965 (1)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 g6 3.Àc3 Ãg7
4.e4  0-0 5.Àf3 d6 6.Ãe2 e5
 7.0-0 Àc6 8.d5 Àe7

T_Ld.tM_
jJj.sJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._Ij._.
._I_I_._
_.n._N_.
Ii._BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

T_Ld.tM_
jJj.sJlJ
._.j.sJ_
_._Ij._.
._I_I_._
_.n._N_.
Ii._BiIi
r.bQ_Rk.

9.Àe1
Larsen’s fa vour ite move, de spite di ver si -
fy ing in many ways later, most no ta bly
with 9.®h1!?, one point be ing that
Black’s nat u ral 9...Àh5 can be met by
10.Àg1 Àf4 11.Ãf3, fol lowed by a
later g2-g3, forc ing Black’s knight back, 
as for ex am ple in the sec ond game of
Larsen’s match against Curt Hansen in
1988.

9...Àd7 10.f3 f5 11.g4!?
A line which has re cently re gained pop -
u lar ity, but which in 1965 was only in
its very early stages. White tries to nip
Black’s at tack in the bud by block ing the 
struc ture on the kingside.

11...h5 12.g5

Bent  Lars en’s  Best  Games
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T_Ld.tM_
jJjSs.l.
._.j._J_
_._IjJiJ
._I_I_._
_.n._I_.
Ii._B_.i
r.bQnRk.

T_Ld.tM_
jJjSs.l.
._.j._J_
_._IjJiJ
._I_I_._
_.n._I_.
Ii._B_.i
r.bQnRk.

12...h4?!
Af ter this game gen er ally con demned,
but a prin ci pled try to re fute White’s
strat egy. The pawn on g5 is now iso -
lated and dif fi cult to defend.

13.Àd3 f4 14.®h1 ®f7 15.c5!
A nov elty. Black can not com fort ably take
the pawn, as 16.©b3 threat ens 17.d6+.

15...Õh8 16.©b3 b6 17.cxd6
cxd6 18.©a3 Àc5 19.Àxc5 bxc5 
20.b4 cxb4 21.©xb4 Ãh3
22.Õg1 Õb8 23.Àb5 Àc8
24.Ãa3 Ãf8

Play has pro ceeded log i cally, al most in a 
sym met ri cal fash ion. White de fends his 
weak ness on the kingside, while at the
same time open ing up tar gets on the
queenside. Black has de fended well on
the queenside, and is now ready to ful fil 
his stra te gic ob jec tive by pock et ing the
g5-pawn.

25.©c4 Ãe7

.tSd._.t
j._.lM_.
._.j._J_
_N_Ij.i.
._Q_Ij.j
b._._I_L
I_._B_.i
r._._.rK

.tSd._.t
j._.lM_.
._.j._J_
_N_Ij.i.
._Q_Ij.j
b._._I_L
I_._B_.i
r._._.rK

26.©c7!

White’s strat egy is deeper. Un like Black, 
he does not try to de fend his weak ness,
but in stead ex changes the queens, re -
mov ing Black’s best de fender. Then
slowly but se curely he will break
through along the c-file.

26...©xc7 27.Àxc7 Õh5 28.Ãf1
Ãxf1?!

Keep ing the bishop with 28...Ãd7
would give some hope of con trol ling vi -
tal squares on the c-file, and thus would
have been a better de fen sive try. White,
how ever, has ex cel lent com pen sa tion.

29.Õgxf1 Õxg5 30.Àe6 Õh5
31.Õac1 ®f6 32.Õc7 Õh8
33.Õfc1 g5 34.h3

.tS_._.t
j.r.l._.
._.jNm._
_._Ij.j.
._._Ij.j
b._._I_I
I_._._._
_.r._._K

.tS_._.t
j.r.l._.
._.jNm._
_._Ij.j.
._._Ij.j
b._._I_I
I_._._._
_.r._._K

The po si tion has crys tal lized. Black is a
pawn up, but he is stra te gi cally lost. He
has no ac tive pos si bil i ties, and can only
wait for White’s break through. Larsen
has pa tience. First he must pre vent all
counter play be fore the game is ad -
journed.

34...Õg8 35.Õ7c6 ®f7 36.®g2
®f6 37.®f1 Õh8 38.®e2 Õg8
39.®d3 Õh8 40.Õc7 Àb6
41.Õ1c6 Õhg8

The sealed move, but Tal re signed with -
out fur ther play. White wins in nu mer -
ous ways, from the pro saic 42.Ãxd6 to
the flashy 42.Àf8!?. Black was held in
an iron grip, and if you did not know
the names of the play ers, you might
think Petrosian was White. 

The Wil l  to Win  
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And in the tour na ment in Bel grade, a
few months later, he again lost to me.
Some games are worth more than a
point!

Game 29
Bird’s Open ing
Bent Larsen
Boris Spassky
Am ster dam Interzonal 1964

1.f4
In Round 20 I drew an in ter est ing game 
with Tal, which en sured my place in the 
Can di dates’ Tour na ment. In Round 21,
a re ac tion set in as I played very badly
against Stein and lost. Now, at the start
of Round 22, Smyslov and Spassky had
16 points, Tal, Stein and I had 15½;
Bronstein 15. Since only three So viet
play ers could qual ify, my five ri vals
prob a bly suf fered more from ner vous
ten sion than me. On the other hand,
there is a ten dency to re lax when you
are safe, and that prob a bly cost me the
game against Stein.
To avoid an other set back, I de cided to
do some thing spe cial. It be gan with the
first move. Through out the tour na ment 
I had played 1.e4 (Bishop’s Open ing,
Vi enna Game, Caro-Kann Ex change
Vari a tion, and lesser-known lines
against the Si cil ian). The re sults were
bril liant, but those lines no lon ger held
a sur prise fac tor. In my last game with
white I played Bird’s Open ing. Most
mas ters don’t think much of it, but I
chose it for the im por tant rea son that
they nei ther play it nor know much
about it. I know it very well, and I had
thought up many orig i nal ideas in it.
Now I used it as a chal lenge to Spassky,
to see what ideas he could come up
with.

1...d5 2.Àf3 Àf6 3.e3 g6 4.b4!?

TsLdMl.t
jJj.jJ_J
._._.sJ_
_._J_._.
.i._.i._
_._.iN_.
I_Ii._Ii
rNbQkB_R

TsLdMl.t
jJj.jJ_J
._._.sJ_
_._J_._.
.i._.i._
_._.iN_.
I_Ii._Ii
rNbQkB_R

Noth ing spe cial, ac cord ing to the ex -
perts. Some grand masters criti cised the
move be cause they be lieve that White
should con cen trate play on the kingside 
in this open ing. Non sense! The Bird
does n’t con fine it self to just the one
flank.
Af ter 1.f4 I think that the fianchetto of
the c1-bishop is the most log i cal. How -
ever, 4.b3 al lows Black to play ...c7-c5
and ...Àc6. Many years ago I came up
with the idea of b2-b4. The draw back is 
the weak en ing of the queenside. How -
ever, I have had a good de gree of suc -
cess with it and it does n’t worry me.

4...Ãg7 5.Ãb2  0-0 6.Ãe2 Ãg4
The right idea. Black is ready to give up
the bishop pair to play ...e7-e5. One
pos si bil ity for White is to de fer cas tling, 
for ex am ple, con tin u ing with 7.a4, but
it is likely that, with cor rect play, this
line would trans pose to the game.
Spassky later sug gested 6...a5 7.b5 a4,
con sid er ing it an in ter est ing pos si bil ity,
which I can not un der stand. But then
com men ta tors are in clined to criti cise
al most all the loser’s moves.

 7.0-0 c6 8.a4 Àbd7 9.Àa3 Ãxf3
Against 9...Õe8 White would have re -
plied 10.Àe5.

10.Ãxf3 Õe8 11.d4
The ...e7-e5 ad vance was a dan ger ous
threat. The text move is nec es sary, but
weak ens the e4-square; in my opin ion,

Chap ter  8 - Great  Leap For ward 
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50...®f8 51.Õg1!
A wait ing move aimed at lur ing the
black pawn to the sixth rank. Whether it 
wins or not, I do not know, but it’s a
very sub tle idea. Be sides, dras tic mea -
sures lead to noth ing.
Black’s re ply is forced, as 51...Õc8 is
weak ow ing to 52.Àe6+ ®f7 53.Õg7+ 
©xg7 54.Àxg7 ®xg7 55.©xe7+ Àf7
56.©d7 Õc5 57.©xf5 c3 58.©xe4 c2?
59.©d4+.

51...c3 52.©e6!
As far as I know, Spassky and Bonda -
revsky had n’t looked at this dur ing their 
anal y sis. With the ad van tage of two
pawns, the ex change of queens is not
nor mally to be feared. Black must ex -
change.
If 52...©h8? it’s mate in two with
53.©f7+, and if 52...©g7? 53.©e5!
©xe5 54.fxe5 Black can not save the
knight be cause of the mat ing threats.

52...©xe6 53.dxe6 ®g7
Of course, this is oblig a tory to avoid
mate. 

54.Àxe4+ ®h6
The al ter na tive 54...®f8? is sui cide be -
cause of 55.Àc5!.
Anal y sis by many grand masters af ter
the game led to the con clu sion that
54...®h7 was better, but this does not
seem true.
The rea son given was the vari a tion
54...®h7 55.Àxc3 Àc4 56.Àd5 Õd8
57.Àxe7 Àxe3, which is lost with the
king on h6 be cause of 58.Àg8. How -
ever, with the king on h7, White still
has win ning chances, e.g. 58.Àxe7 Õe8 
59.Àg6 ®g7 60.Àe5+ Àg4??
61.®g5! or 60...®f8 61.Õg6.
In fact, I was pon der ing an other con tin -
u a tion: 57.e4!?. Af ter 57...fxe4?
58.Àxe7 White would prob a bly win,
but 57...Õd6! draws.

55.Àxc3
The game has taken an un ex pected
turn: ma te rial is level and Spassky is
once again in time trou ble.

._._T_._
_._.j._.
._.sI_.m
_._._J_.
._._.i.j
_.n.i._K
._._._._
_._._.r.

._._T_._
_._.j._.
._.sI_.m
_._._J_.
._._.i.j
_.n.i._K
._._._._
_._._.r.

55...Àe4??
Even so, this is a star tling misjudge -
ment. Af ter six hours of tough de fence,
Spassky loses his nerve. How ever, the
po si tion con tains many sur pris ing
com bi na tions, and sub se quent anal y sis
con sis tently showed White to be the
winner.
 A) As pre vi ously men tioned,
55...Àc4? is bad be cause of 56.Àd5
Õd8 57.Àxe7 Àxe3 58.Àg8+;
 B) O’Kelly gave this pretty line:
55...Õb8 56.Àd5 Õb3 57.®xh4 Õd3
58.Àxe7 Õxe3 59.Àg8+ ®h7 60.Àf6+ 
®h6 61.e7! Õe6 62.Õd1, win ning;
 C) For years I have be lieved that this
po si tion was win ning. But re cently I
looked at it again and asked my self why
Black could not play 55...Õd8!!, with a
view to re ply ing to 56.Àd5 with
56...Àc8 and to 56.Õd1 ®g7 57.Õd5
with 57...Õc8!.
So 55...Õd8!! is a draw! That is how
close Spassky came to win ning first
place on his own.

56.Àxe4 fxe4 57.®xh4 Õa8
Or 57...Õf8 58.Õg5 Õf6 59.f5 fol lowed 
by ®g4.

58.f5 Õa2 59.Õg8 Õf2 60.Õf8 1-0

Chap ter  8 - Great  Leap For ward 
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Larsen’s Achieve ments un til 1973

ZONAL TOUR NA MENTS:
1957 3rd/4th out of 18 with Donner in Wageningen. 
1960 4th out of 10 in Berg en Dal (later an nulled). 
1963 2nd out of 20 in Halle. 

INTERZONAL TOUR NA MENTS
1964 1st/3rd out of 24 with Smyslov and Spassky in Am ster dam. 
1967 1st out of 22 in Sousse. 
1970 2nd/4th out of 24 with Geller and Hübner in Palma de Mallorca. 
1973 5th/6th out of 18 with Hübner  in Le nin grad. 

CAN DI DATES’ TOUR NA MENTS:
1958 16th out of 20 in Portoroz.
1964 1st/3rd out of 24 with Smyslov and Spassky in Am ster dam. 
1965 Won in a match against Ivkov (5.5 - 2.5) and lost to Tal (4.5 – 5.5).

 Won against Geller (5-4) for the third qual i fier. 
1967 1st out of 22 in Sousse. 
1968 Won against Portisch (5.5 - 4.5) and lost to Spassky (2.5 - 5.5). 

Won against Tal (5.5 - 2.5) for the third qual i fier. 
1970 2nd/4th out of 24 with Geller and Hübner in Palma de Mallorca. 
1971 Won against Uhlmann (5.5 - 3.5) and lost to Fischer (0 - 6). 

IN TER NA TIONAL TOUR NA MENTS:
1966 3rd out of 10 (dou ble round) in Santa Monica. 
1967 4th out of 16 in Beverwijk.

3rd/5th out of 10 with Skold and Kinnmark in Stock holm.
3rd/4th out of 10 with Geller in Monaco.
2nd/3rd out of 9 with Olafsson in Dundee.
1st out of 20 in Havana.
1st/2nd out of 10 with Darga in Winnipeg.
1st out of 18 in Palma de Mallorca. 

1968 1st out of 14 in Monaco.
1st in the U.S. Open in Snowmass (Col o rado).
2nd/3rd out of 18 with Spassky in Palma de Mallorca. 
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1969 1st out of 16 in Büsum.
6th/7th out of 16 with Donner in San Juan de Puerto Rico.
1st out of 18 in Palma de Mallorca. 

1970 1st out of 8 (dou ble round) in Lugano. 
First board for  the  team Rest of the World ver sus USSR:
drew  with Spassky 1.5-1.5 and beat Stein.
1st out of 16 in Vinkovci. 

1971 6th/7th out of 16 with Csom in Palma de Mallorca. 
1972 1st out of 16 in Teesside (Eng land). 
1972 1st out of 16 with Smyslov, in Las Palmas.

8th/9th out of 16, with Mecking in San An to nio (Texas). 
1973 1st out of 16 in Hastings.

1st out of 16 in Ma nila. 

Bent  Lars en’s  Best  Games
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Game list

Games in In tro duc tion

Bent Larsen - Mikhail Tal Bled 1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Tigran Petrosian - Bent Larsen Santa Monica 1966 . . . . . . . . . 10
Boris Spassky - Bent Larsen Bel grade 1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Anatoly Kar pov - Bent Larsen Mon treal 1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Games ana lysed by Bent Larsen
Game 1 Bent Larsen - Lionel Joy ner Bir ming ham 1951 . . . . . . . . . . 27
Game 2 Bent Larsen - Alex Niel sen Esbjerg 1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Game 3 Harald Enevoldsen - Bent Larsen Co pen ha gen 1953 . . . . . . . . . . 30
Game 4 Eigil Pedersen - Bent Larsen Aarhus 1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Game 5 Fridrik Olafsson - Bent Larsen Reyk ja vik 1956. . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Game 6 Ossip Bernstein - Bent Larsen Am ster dam 1954 . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Game 7 Bent Larsen - Fran cisco José Perez Perez Gijón 1956. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Game 8 Nikola Padevsky - Bent Larsen Mos cow 1956 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Game 9 Bent Larsen - Svetozar Gligoric Mos cow 1956 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Game 10 Hugh Al ex an der - Bent Larsen Hastings 1956/57 . . . . . . . . . . 49
Game 11 Octavio Troianescu - Bent Larsen Wageningen 1957 . . . . . . . . . . 53
Game 12 Erich Eliskases - Bent Larsen Mar del Plata 1958 . . . . . . . . . . 55
Game 13 Bent Larsen - Gid eon Stahlberg Swe den-Den mark 1958 . . . . . . 58
Game 14 Carel van den Berg - Bent Larsen Beverwijk 1959 . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Game 15 Bent Larsen - Jan Hein Donner Zürich 1959. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
Game 16 Bent Larsen - Jan Hein Donner Beverwijk 1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Game 17 Bent Larsen - Theo van Scheltinga Beverwijk 1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Game 18 Efim Geller - Bent Larsen Co pen ha gen 1960 . . . . . . . . . . 70
Game 19 Karl Robatsch - Bent Larsen Halle 1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77
Game 20 Borislav Ivkov - Bent Larsen Beverwijk 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
Game 21 Bent Larsen - Theo van Scheltinga Beverwijk 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . 84
Game 22 Svend Hamann - Bent Larsen Holstebro 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . 87
Game 23 Bent Larsen - Fran cisco José Perez Perez Am ster dam 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . 92
Game 24 Bent Larsen - Bela Berger Am ster dam 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . 93
Game 25 Bent Larsen - Levente Lengyel Am ster dam 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . 94
Game 26 Zvonko Vranesic - Bent Larsen Am ster dam 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . 97
Game 27 Bent Larsen - Lajos Portisch Am ster dam 1964 . . . . . . . . . . . 98
Game 28 Da vid Bronstein - Bent Larsen Am ster dam 1964 . . . . . . . . . . 100
Game 29 Bent Larsen - Boris Spassky Am ster dam 1964 . . . . . . . . . . 107
Game 30 Bent Larsen - Aleksandar Matanovic Zagreb 1965. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115
Game 31 Jorgen Niel sen - Bent Larsen Co pen ha gen 1965 . . . . . . . . . 118
Game 32 Bent Larsen - Alexey Suetin Co pen ha gen 1965 . . . . . . . . . 119
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Game 33 Bent Larsen - Svend Hamann Co pen ha gen 1965 . . . . . . . . . 122
Game 34 Salo Flohr - Bent Larsen Co pen ha gen 1966 . . . . . . . . . 124
Game 35 Sture Nyman - Bent Larsen Cor re spon dence Game 1966. . 128
Game 36 Bobby Fischer - Bent Larsen Santa Monica 1966 . . . . . . . . . 131
Game 37 Bent Larsen  - Tigran Petrosian Santa Monica 1966 . . . . . . . . . 135
Game 38 Tigran Petrosian - Bent Larsen Santa Monica 1966 . . . . . . . . . 139
Game 39 Efim Geller - Bent Larsen Mo naco 1967. . . . . . . . . . . . . 144
Game 40 Svetozar Gligoric - Bent Larsen Ha vana 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
Game 41 Bent Larsen - Jacek Bednarski Ha vana 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153
Game 42 Mark Taimanov - Bent Larsen Ha vana 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155
Game 43 Lothar Schmid - Bent Larsen Ha vana 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158
Game 44 Bent Larsen - Flo rin Gheorghiu Win ni peg 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . 160
Game 45 Aivars Gipslis - Bent Larsen Sousse 1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163
Game 46 Bent Larsen - Borislav Ivkov Palma de Mallorca 1967 . . . . . 165
Game 47 Eleazar Jimenez Zerquera - Bent Larsen Palma de Mallorca 1967 . . . . . 168
Game 48 Svetozar Gligoric - Bent Larsen Palma de Mallorca 1967 . . . . . 170
Game 49 Bent Larsen - Flo rin Gheorghiu Mo naco 1968 . . . . . . . . . . . . 172
Game 50 Bent Larsen - Wolfgang Unzicker Lugano 1968 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175
Game 51 Milko Bobotsov - Bent Larsen Büsum 1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182
Game 52 Bent Larsen - Viktor Kortchnoi Palma de Mallorca 1969 . . . . . 183
Game 53 Bent Larsen - Os car Panno Palma de Mallorca 1969 . . . . . 186
Game 54 Je sus Díez del Cor ral - Bent Larsen Palma de Mallorca 1969 . . . . . 189
Game 55 An to nio Me dina - Bent Larsen Palma de Mallorca 1969 . . . . . 190
Game 56 Bent Larsen - Lubomir Kavalek Lugano 1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192
Game 57 Bent Larsen - Lubomir Kavalek Solingen 1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . 194
Game 58 Henrique Mecking - Bent Larsen Palma de Mallorca 1970 . . . . . 197
Game 59 Renato Naranja - Bent Larsen Palma de Mallorca 1970 . . . . . 199
Game 60 Bent Larsen - Wolfgang Uhlmann Las Palmas 1971 . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Game 61 Wolfgang Uhlmann - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1971 . . . . . . . . . . . 202
Game 62 Bent Larsen - Wolfgang Uhlmann Las Palmas 1971 . . . . . . . . . . . 204
Game 63 Bent Larsen - Juan Manuel Bellón Lopez Palma de Mallorca 1971 . . . . . 206
Game 64 Bent Larsen - Ljubomir Ljubojevic Teesside 1972. . . . . . . . . . . . . 210
Game 65 Bent Larsen - Rob ert Wade Teesside 1972. . . . . . . . . . . . . 211
Game 66 Bent Larsen - Ber nard Cafferty Teesside 1972. . . . . . . . . . . . . 213
Game 67 Bent Larsen - Vassily Smyslov Las Palmas 1972 . . . . . . . . . . . 214
Game 68 Larry Melvyn Ev ans - Bent Larsen San An to nio 1972. . . . . . . . . . 217
Game 69 Bent Larsen - Brian Eley Hastings 1972/73 . . . . . . . . . 219
Game 70 Josip Rukavina - Bent Larsen Le nin grad 1973 . . . . . . . . . . . 222
Game 71 Jan Smejkal - Bent Larsen Le nin grad 1973 . . . . . . . . . . . 223
Game 72 Bent Larsen - Ivan Radulov Le nin grad 1973 . . . . . . . . . . . 224
Game 73 Wil liam Lom bardy - Bent Larsen Ma nila 1973. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227
Game 74 Miguel Quinteros - Bent Larsen Ma nila 1973. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228
Game 75 Bent Larsen - Lubomir Kavalek Las Palmas 1974 . . . . . . . . . . . 236
Game 76 Bent Larsen - Augusto Menvielle Las Palmas 1974 . . . . . . . . . . . 238
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Game 77 Jaime Mora - Bent Larsen Alicante 1974. . . . . . . . . . . . . 240
Game 78 Bent Larsen - Ljubomir Ljubojevic Ma nila 1974. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243
Game 79 Bent Larsen - Svetozar Gligoric Ma nila 1974. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244
Game 80 Evgeny Vasiukov - Bent Larsen Ma nila 1974. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245
Game 81 Eugenio Torre - Bent Larsen Ma nila 1974. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247
Game 82 Bent Larsen - Lajos Portisch Ma nila 1974. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249
Game 83 Guillermo García - Bent Larsen Orense 1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253
Game 84 Bent Larsen - Miguel Quinteros Orense 1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 254
Game 85 Bent Larsen - Arturo Pomar Orense 1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
Game 86 Bent Larsen - Flo rin Gheorghiu Orense 1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
Game 87 Bent Larsen - Lubomir Kavalek Ma nila 1975. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257
Game 88 Eugenio Torre - Bent Larsen Ma nila 1975. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259
Game 89 Henrique Mecking - Bent Larsen Ma nila 1975. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261
Game 90 Arturo Pomar - Bent Larsen Bar ce lona 1975 . . . . . . . . . . . 263
Game 91 Bent Larsen - Rob ert Hübner Biel 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270
Game 92 Jan Smejkal - Bent Larsen Biel 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271
Game 93 Vladi mir Liberzon - Bent Larsen Biel 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274
Game 94 Bent Larsen - Lajos Portisch Biel 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275
Game 95 Jose Miguel Fraguela Gil - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 277
Game 96 Lajos Portisch - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 280
Game 97 Juan Manuel Bellón Lopez - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 282
Game 98 Bent Larsen - Orestes Ro dri guez Vargas Las Palmas 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 284
Game 99 Bent Larsen - Efim Geller Las Palmas 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 285
Game 100 Roberto Debarnot - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 288
Game 101 Jose Miguel Fraguela Gil - Bent Larsen Lanzarote 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 290
Game 102 Bent Larsen - Orestes Ro dri guez Vargas Lanzarote 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 291
Game 103 Bent Larsen - Aldo Haik Lanzarote 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 292
Game 104 Juan Manuel Bellón Lopez - Bent Larsen Lanzarote 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 293
Game 105 Bent Larsen - Juan Betancort Lanzarote 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . 295
Game 106 Laszlo Szabo - Bent Larsen Costa Brava 1976 . . . . . . . . . . 297
Game 107 Bent Larsen - Arturo Pomar Costa Brava 1976 . . . . . . . . . . 299
Game 108 Bent Larsen - Ro man Torán Zaragoza 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . 302
Game 109 Ro man Bordell - Bent Larsen Zaragoza 1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . 304
Game 110 Heikki Westerinen - Bent Larsen Geneva 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307
Game 111 Gudmundur Sigurjonsson - Bent Larsen Geneva 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308
Game 112 Bent Larsen - Fernando Visier Las Palmas 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . 310
Game 113 Mikhail Tal - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . 312
Game 114 Bent Larsen - Anatoly Kar pov Las Palmas 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . 313
Game 115 Juan Manuel Bellón Lopez - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . 314
Game 116 An thony Miles - Bent Larsen Las Palmas 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . 316
Game 117 Bent Larsen - Jan Timman Las Palmas 1977 . . . . . . . . . . . 317
Game 118 Svetozar Gligoric - Bent Larsen Ljubljana/Portoroz 1977 . . . . 320
Game 119 Iztok Jelen - Bent Larsen Ljubljana/Portoroz 1977 . . . . 322
Game 120 Bent Larsen - Vladi mir Savon Ljubljana/Portoroz 1977 . . . . 324
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Game 121 An to nio Me dina - Bent Larsen Alicante 1977. . . . . . . . . . . . . 328
Game 122 Bent Larsen - Roberto Debarnot Alicante 1977. . . . . . . . . . . . . 329
Game 123 Rob ert Fischer - Bent Larsen Portoroz 1958 . . . . . . . . . . . . 333
Game 124 Rob ert Fischer - Bent Larsen Zürich 1959. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334
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